A How To Guide:
How to achieve at least a ‘C’ grade in response to the essay title:

Discuss the importance of Crooks in the novel 
‘Of Mice and Men’
1. Familiarise yourself with the plot.  You could read the novel in its entirety (it is short, reasonably easy and really good!) or you could simply look at the following diagram which shows the story in steps:







2. Read Chapter 4 carefully and make as many notes as you can about the character of Crooks.  You should take quotes that show his appearance, personality, beliefs, interest, childhood – anything you will be able to refer to in the essay.  

3. Research some key facts about the novel – you could use www.wikipedia.org to do this or www.sparknotes.com which gives you lots of information on the background to the novel.  WARNING!  You should not copy directly from any other sources – this has to be your own work in your own words.  You then need to find out about the historical context of the novel.  It was written at the time of the Great Depression in America, partly caused by the Wall Street Crash in 1929.  It is important to refer to this in your essay as George and Lennie are typical of the migrant workers who moved from state to state looking for work.  As the essay is about the character of Crooks you should also find out about racism and segregation at the time.  
4. Opening paragraph. The opening paragraph should be no longer than 100 words and re-state the essay title.  You could mention that the novel was written by John Steinbeck in 1937 and say something about his desire to show what life was like for the poor farm labourers of the time.  You should mention that Crooks is the only black character and that, through him, Steinbeck shows the racism of the time.  

5. Second paragraph.  This paragraph should give the context of the novel.  You need to use your research from step 3 to show what it must have been like for characters like George and Lennie as they were forced to move around looking for work.  Explain what the Great Depression was and the concept of the American Dream (the chance of escape from poverty through the ownership of land).  You could refer to George and Lennie’s American Dream here.  It is important to keep referring back to the original essay title so try to explain what it must have been like for an African-American at that time – e.g. even tougher for Crooks as he already faced prejudice due to the colour of his skin and his deformity. Try to aim for 200-300 words in this paragraph.  You could divide this into additional paragraphs if you wish.  

6. Third paragraph.  Introduce Crooks by explaining these points:

· Who he is and his role on the ranch
· Where he lives and how this ‘dehumanises’ (treated like an animal rather than a human) him – is he treated as a real person?
· His appearance
Use appropriate quotations to support this paragraph.  You should not type out long quotations – it is better to drop in short phrases.  For example, “Crooks is seen as nothing more than a ‘broke-backed nigger’ by the other men and this shows us they are…”  Aim for another 200 words here.

7. Main section.  Develop the ideas in the third paragraph here by giving a more detailed analysis of the character.  You could write a new paragraph for each of these and aim to write about 100-150 words for each one.  You must continue to use quotations throughout.
· Is Crooks really a stereotypical black worker – he reads a lot, knows his rights etc?
· Show how he is lonely and disaffected – but is he any lonelier or more disaffected than any of the other characters in the novel?
· Show how he treats others with suspicion and contempt – he is wary when Lennie joins him in the barn. He then laughs at Lennie’s idea of an ‘escape’ through owning their own farm.
· His childhood – he describes his childhood as a peaceful, idyllic experience where his father owned his own chicken ranch but wouldn’t allow Crooks to play with the other white children.  What does this show us/explain about the way Crooks speaks?  
· Loneliness – is Crooks jealous of Lennie and George’s friendship?  How do we know this?
· How do other characters see Crooks? Lennie is simple and does not really understand the racism and his ‘smile’ ends up winning Crooks over.  Curley’s wife is the opposite of this – she threatens him with ‘I could get you strung up on a tree so easily’.  It is important to note that she is easily as lonely and persecuted as Crooks – they are actually quite similar characters.  Just as Crooks is the only black man on the ranch, she is the only female and also treated as a joke.  Showing the parallels between the two characters would make an interesting paragraph.
8. Final paragraph.  Do a word count – you should be in the region of 1200 words at this stage.  The concluding paragraph sums up everything you have written about and needs to state why, overall, Crooks is an important character.

Then: see me and I will give you an updated grade.
Slim agrees to give Lennie one of the puppies.  Carlson shoots Candy’s old dog.  Candy overhears George and Lennie talking about their plans to have a farm of their own and he asks to be part of their plans.  Curley looks for his wife and, assuming she is sleeping around, picks on Lennie in his temper.  Curley hits Lennie a number of times before Lennie takes his hand and crushes it.   





George and Lennie meet Slim, a highly skilled and respected mule driver, who admires the close relationship George and Lennie share.  Carlson, another ranch hand, says that Slim’s dog has just given birth to puppies and suggests they should give one to Candy to replace his old and smelly dog which Carlson offers to shoot.   





George and Lennie, two ranch workers, arrive in Soledad ready to start a new job.  They were supposed to report straight to work but the bus driver dropped them off some distance from the ranch gates and they have had to stay overnight in a clearing.  George is quite athletic, sharp and foul-mouthed.  Lennie is big and clumsy and the way he speaks and behaves indicate learning difficulties.  We hear that the pair ran from their last job as Lennie got in trouble with the police for touching a girl’s dress – he likes to ‘pet’ soft things and meant no harm – though the girl was understandably afraid.  George and Lennie talk about their ‘American Dream’: to live off the ‘fatta the lan’ and have their own farm where Lennie can look after rabbits.  It is clear they are close friends, despite George insisting that Lennie is a hindrance.  George tells Lennie he should not say anything when reporting for work in the morning, fearing he will say something to jeopardise their positions.  George tells Lennie to meet back at the clearing if anything is to go wrong – implying something will.





George and Lennie arrive at the ranch and are met by Candy – the old ‘swamper’ (handyman).  He shows them to the bunk house where they are to sleep and they then meet the Boss who is initially upset they are late but seems to forgive them.  Lennie is quiet as instructed by George and the Boss grows suspicious of their relationship.  George tells the Boss that they are cousins and Lennie was kicked in the head by a horse when he was a child.  They then meet Curley, the boss’s mean son and his flirtatious wife.  George warns Lennie not to get involved in confrontation with Curley but to stand up for himself if he is attacked. He is also warned to stay away from Curley’s wife.  Crooks is mentioned here for the first time – the black stable buck who lives alone in the barn.  He is referred to as a ‘nigger’ and defined by his colour and deformity (he has a crooked back, hence his nickname). 





The next night, most of the men visit a brothel.  Lennie visits Crooks and Lennie tells him about their plans for the future which Crooks laughs at.  Curley’s wife flirts with the men and refuses to leave until her husband returns.     





Lennie accidentally kills his puppy in the barn.  Curley’s wife enters and consoles him.  Lennie tells her that he loves to touch soft things.  She lets him touch her hair but he grabs her too tightly and in attempt to silence her screams he accidentally breaks her neck, killing her instantly.   





Lennie returns to the clearing.  Having discovered the dead body, the men at the ranch set out to track Lennie down.  George joins Lennie and tells him he is not mad at him.  George begins to tell Lennie the story of the farm they will have together. As he describes the rabbits that Lennie will tend, the sound of the approaching lynch party grows louder. George shoots his friend in the back of the head.





When the other men arrive, George lets them believe that Lennie had the gun, and George wrestled it away from him and shot him. Only Slim understands what has really happened, that George has killed his friend out of mercy. Slim consolingly leads him away, and the other men, completely puzzled, watch them leave.











