Essay Guide:
Discuss the impact of the supernatural in Macbeth by William Shakespeare
· 1:Introductory Paragraph

Something short and snappy – two sentences may be enough.  Something like this: N.B. DO NOT COPY!  

The impact of the supernatural in Macbeth can be clearly seen.  The three witches may be seen as the catalyst for the play’s events and at the time the play was completed and initially performed, both king and country believed in the power of the supernatural. 

· 2:What is the supernatural?  How were ‘witches’ treated and what were they thought to be capable of?
Define ‘supernatural’.  What instances of it can you see in the play?  Give some background on witchcraft at the time.  This research can be conducted easily on the internet but put all information in your own words.  If you lift stuff directly you must make a note of where it came from and then add it to a bibliography at the end.

· 3: Develop the historical context.  
Trying not to repeat yourself, add a short paragraph about James I, his experience with ‘witches’ and his close relationship with Shakespeare.  It is rumoured that the play was written as a gift for him.

· 4: Discuss the opening scene.
What sort of effect would the opening scene have on the audience at the time?  How important do you think it is that the witches open the play?  Talk about stage directions as well as dialogue.  Use quotes from the play here for the first time.  Pick up on specific words.  Some claim Macbeth is an inspiration for the horror films of today – how far do you agree with this?  Always link back to the original essay title.

· 5: Discuss Act 1 Scene 3.
You may have said in the previous paragraph that the supernatural plays an important role in the play as the witches are seen from the start.  Maybe their role is even more important because in this scene we meet the play’s main protagonist and very shortly thereafter the witches reappear.   They are responsible for driving the narrative on.  Look carefully at specific quotes.  Be prepared to analyse them.  DO NOT just retell the story.  You might, however, explain the prophesies as you can refer to them later in the essay.
· 6: Lady Macbeth’s reaction.

Macbeth writes to his wife about the prophesies and it is important to mention something about her reaction: not only does Macbeth react to the prophesies as if they are his destiny but Lady Macbeth does also, maybe with even more conviction.  What does this suggest about the power of the supernatural.  Bear in mind that Macbeth and Lady Macbeth are strong, intelligent, highly ranked people – not the average commoner!

· 7: ‘Is this a dagger I see before me...’
Macbeth’s conviction wavers as the time comes to kill Duncan.  Write about his hallucination; another example of the supernatural.  Also discuss the other-worldly atmosphere Shakespeare creates here.  It is the dead of night, but he plays on the supernatural heavily.  There are lots of quotes you can analyse in this section.  The witches are perhaps the main influence on the murder of the King and, when Macbeth is subsequently crowned, he still dwells on the prophecy that Banquo’s son may become King and employs murderers to kill Banquo and Fleance. 
· 8: Banquo’s Ghost
Here is another important scene.  You should refer to Macbeth’s growing paranoia but also to the effect that a ‘ghost’ will have on the audience.  The essay will carry a significant amount of marks for your appreciation of stagecraft and effect.

· 9: Hecate and The Witches’ apparitions
I would combine these two important scenes into one paragraph.  Here you should refer to the hierarchy of the witches: Hecate, the goddess of the witches is in control and unimpressed by the witches’ exclusion of her.  Quote from this and analyse it – are there comparisons between the hierarchy of the witches and the hierarchy of royalty?  Then analyse the scene in which the apparitions are conjured.  Link back to what you already know about the witches’ powers.  The pace and mood of the play becomes quicker and even darker.  You might like to separate this section into more than one paragraph.

· 10: Conclusion and Summary
By now you should have reached at least the minimum word count of 1250.  If you have not, go back and see what you might have included.  Ask me for help.  The conclusion should reflect on the essay title and how important you think the elements of the supernatural are to the narrative, mood, stagecraft, effect on audience...

Please add a word count at the end of your essay and include a footer with your name.

There are a number of pre-written essays on this topic on the internet.  By all means read them but DO NOT copy from them.  I have read most of them and will be able to detect plagiarism.  The majority of them are not very good anyway!
