How to Read a Poem
1. Look at the title without reading the poem.  Jot down some ideas linked to the title – for example, what does the word or phrase mean to you?  What do you think this poem might be about?  Also take a moment to look at the shape of the poem.  Is it laid out in equal stanza length or does the poem look unusual?

2. Read the poem aloud.  

3. Read the poem a second time, this time silently.  Take a moment to write down anything you particularly like about the poem, for example a simile or a use of onomatopoeia.  Then write down any words or phrases you do not understand.

4. Read the poem aloud again, focusing carefully on rhyme, rhythm and meaning.

