Representation Essay: 

Youth in Film and Television

Discuss the representation of young males in two or more media texts.

Approximate Grade: B

In this essay I will analyse two media texts I have looked at that represent young males.  Both of the texts – Kidulthood and La Haine - suggest a very negative view of teenagers and I will be discussing this here.  I will also refer to other media texts that we have studied in class.

La Haine, a 1995 French film by Matthieu Kassovitz, focuses on the lives of three Parisian male teenagers during 24 hours at the time of the Paris riots.  The three young men are from different heritages: one is Jewish, one is Arabic and one is African.  The film is shot in black and white to emphasise the darkness of their situation.

Kidulthood is a British film from 2006 directed by Menhaj Huda, who also co-wrote the screenplay with one of the stars, Noel Clarke. It is a gritty and supposedly realistic view of modern London teens and also takes place over the course of 24 hours, this time following the suicide of a class member.  It represents both male and female teenagers and most of them are portrayed negatively.

Firstly, I will discuss the issue of race.  Race is important to inner cities like the Paris and London explored in La Haine and Kidulthood.  The real-life riots that inspired the setting for La Haine were fuelled by racial prejudice between Arabs, Blacks and Whites.  Therefore, it is particularly powerful that the three key characters represent each of these races. They are best friends but they are also aware of the tension between the different groups in society.  The film shows us that young males, regardless of race and background, can exist together, even if those around them cannot.  In this way, teenagers are portrayed in a positive light – even though for much of the film they cannot be described as peacemakers.  In Kidulthood, white, black and mixed race characters are presented.  This film also shows that they can be friends and there is not very much mention of race.  Cultural differences, however, are represented and I will discuss these next.
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Culture is important to all teenagers and this is particularly noticeable in Kidulthood.  Music and fashion are central to the film and this is a success of the film.  The likes of Dizzee Rascal, The Streets, Roots Manuva and Massive Attack are heard during key sequences and are used to enhance the atmosphere and add to the realism.  For example, Massive Attack’s ‘Angel’ can be heard playing in Katie’s bedroom as she prepares to commit suicide.  This is diegetic sound as it is seen playing on her stereo and this is supposed to give us an insight into her state of mind.  This is in contrast to the more aggressive grime and hip-hop like Dizzee Rascal’s ‘Jus A Rascal’ which is heard as the male teens are seen walking in London or Roots Manuva’s ‘Witness’ in the shopping malls.  The male characters tend to be accompanied by much harder sounding music and this shows that they are more capable of violence and intimidation than the females, a point borne out by their actions in the film.  
Music is also important in La Haine.  In one of the most memorable scenes, the camera focuses on a young male in a room in the top floor of an inner-city council-style flat. He stands by his turntables and mixes together samples from rap group NWA and French singer Edith Piaf as the shot exits the window and, using a mini-helicopter, tracks along the streets.  This shows that music is part of the lives of the young men in the film and that everything from cabaret to hip-hop is important to them.  

The music video ‘Stress’ by French dance band Justice uses some of the same gritty style as La Haine as we see a gang of hooded teenagers graffiti and vandalise their neighbourhood.  They attack innocent passers by with bars and their fists and they intimidate the public.  Some of the sound in the video, such as the sound of the spray emerging from the aerosol can, is diegetic and can be heard on the soundtrack.  In a similar way to Kidulthood and La Haine, this combination of music and aggression reflects the director’s view of young men.  I don’t believe any of the texts glorify violence or try to make it look cool. 


This brings up the topic of violence.  Both Kidulthood and La Haine are fairly violent films where it is mostly the teenage male who is the aggressor.  In La Haine, Vinz is particularly aggressive – some of which appears to be directed to us as the audience as he stares menacingly at the screen as if posing in the mirror.  However, when it comes to real brutality he tends to step away from it as he finds it impossible to fire the gun towards the end of the film.  Hubert is almost the opposite.  As a boxer, you might expect him to be prone to outbursts of violence but he instead contains his violence and often helps the characters towards a peaceful outcome.  Their treatment of women, however, is despicable, especially seen when they gatecrash the exhibition and are ‘knocked back’.  The female characters are also subjected to physical and verbal abuse in Kidulthood.  Sam hits Becky in the bedroom and he also verbally abuses her in the school early on in the film.  Both Sam and Becky’s mothers are verbally abused by the male teens.  However, the schoolgirls are also guilty of violence as we see in the powerful opening scene where Katie is bullied in the classroom.  Violence seems to be commonplace in modern films depicting young males.  City of God (2002), directed by Fernando Mereilles, which shows the life of a number of Brazilian male youths involved in gang life show how it is important to be aggressive and violent and to dominate those below you in society.

The films show a  
In conclusion, I have shown how both Kidulthood and La Haine represent young males in a mostly negative way.  The use of music, costume, camerawork, characterisation and plot all add up to represent teenage men as violent and aggressive with only a few exceptions.  I do not feel this represents young males fairly and would like to see a fairer representation in the media.  (1068 words)


· Due Date: Friday 6 March
· Word Count: 1000-1500 words
· No. of examples – up to you, only two or three in lots of detail.  Pick others wisely.
· Check the mark scheme carefully.
· Approximately 5% of the mark is for spelling, punctuation and grammar.  Check your work carefully
· See me before the draft deadline for help.
· List of appropriate texts:

La Haine

Kidulthood

Klass

City of God

Waterloo Road

Summer Heights High

Stress by Justice

Bowling for Columbine

Slumdog Millionaire

Adulthood

Skins

Hollyoaks

Others: please ask me before using.

Good luck! 

This introduction describes what I am going to write about. It is clear and concise and give just enough information..








Here it is a good idea to use a short paragraph to introduce each of the texts in turn.  This is where my research comes in.  It is good to state the following: year of release, director and outline of characters and/or plot (especially how it relates to the essay title).





Next, pick one of the main ideas from the prompt sheet.  I have chosen to start with race because the marking board like this.  Identify the race of the main male characters and then show how this is (or isn’t) important.  





I have attempted to link this paragraph to the next; this will give me a better grade as it shows planning and demonstrates a clear understanding of what I am doing.





You can lump music and fashion into a paragraph about culture.  It is easy to write about but, for the best marks, you should be analysing specific examples and saying why they are effective like I have below..  You could bring in some of the other texts we have studied here. Remember to use some of the technical terms we have learnt.





Try to link the paragraphs.  See how I have done it below.  Continue to build the argument by focusing on another aspect from the list you already have. Remember to keep using examples; some of you may have to re-watch to complete the essay. 





Another two/three paragraphs on two/three other issues would need to be included.  I would follow a paragraph on violence with one on hierarchy.  One of your paragraphs should be on the technical aspects of the film – for example, the use of camerawork and colour/black and white.  I will help those of you who need it with this paragraph.  Have a go!





The conclusion summarises what you have discussed and offers a short personal opinion.








