Name: ________________________________
GCSE Media Studies

Professional Portfolio Brief

Introduction: I am offering you two main choices of subject matter for your Professional Portfolio: Music Videos or Film.  Regardless of which option you choose, you will produce three separate sections of work.  Please note that the Portfolio is worth approximately 20% of the GCSE grade and is, therefore, of utmost importance.  

Option 1: Music Video

Portfolio Section A: Comparative Essay

This will be a comparison of the representation of different groups in two (or more) music videos.  You may choose the videos yourself or see me for some recommendations.  It may be easiest if the videos are of the same (or similar musical genre).  The essay will typically be about 1500 words in length, although shorter or longer essays may be suitable. 

Example title: Discuss the representation of females in hip-hop music videos.

(Using Kanye West ‘Gold Digger’, 50 Cent ‘Baby By Me’ and Missy Elliott ‘Get UR Freak On’)

Portfolio Section B: Practical Assignment

You may choose one of the following tasks.  Remember to include all research, planning, drafts etc. You will be unable to achieve a ‘C’ grade without it!  Your assignment should reflect the same area of representation as your essay.  
· A detailed storyboard for an existing music track

· A poster/package design for an existing or imaginary music video

· A magazine article promoting an artist (real or imaginary) 

·  A webpage promoting an artist (real or imaginary)

· A 30-second video clip for an existing music track (requires lots of effort)

Example Task: A storyboard for an alternative music video to Kanye West’s ‘Gold Digger’.
Portfolio Section C: Evaluation

A short summary of your portfolio.  I will supply a frame to write this.

If you wish to choose this option, write below your reasons and give an idea of your preferred practical piece:

Option 2: Young Males in Film Dramas

Portfolio Section A: Comparative Essay

This will be an essay comparing the ways in which young males (up to 25?) are represented in at least two full length films.  You will need to select the films from the list below.  I would prefer it if you select at least one film depicting a non-British or American culture.  The films should not be comedies (for example, Superbad or Ferris Bueller’s Day Off) but may have comedic elements (for example, Clueless, High School Musical) If you want to suggest a film not on the list you will need to see me first to gain approval.  Films with an asterisk (*) are 18 certificates and should only be watched with parental permission; we will not be watching these films in class.

Slumdog Millionaire

Kidulthood

Adulthood

Saving Private Ryan

High School Musical

Election (1994)

Donnie Darko

Little Miss Sunshine

La Haine 

City of God*

Mean Creek

Twilight

Stand By Me

Clueless

Son of Rambow

East Is East

Bend It Like Beckham

Juno

Grease

Romeo + Juliet (1996)

Green Street*

Bullet Boy

Elephant

Bowling for Columbine

Sweet Sixteen*

This Is England*

Let The Right One In

Example title: Analyse the different representation of young males in Slumdog Millionaire, Bend It Like Beckham and Stand By Me.
Portfolio Section B: Practical Assignment

You may choose one of the following tasks.  Remember to include all research, planning, drafts etc. You will be unable to achieve a ‘C’ grade without it!  Your assignment should reflect the same area of representation as your essay.  

· A storyboard for the opening of a new film exploring similar themes
· A promotional poster for a new film exploring similar themes
· An article or review of a real or imaginary film inspired by the list
· A short video sequence for a scene from a new film exploring similar themes (lots of effort needed)
Portfolio Section C: Evaluation

A short summary of your portfolio.  I will supply a frame to write this.

If you wish to choose this option, write below your reasons and give an idea of your preferred practical piece:

