Media Studies GCSE 

Model Analysis – with scope to achieve A*
Q: Discuss the representation of gender in music videos.

Introduction

· Lady GaGa’s ‘Bad Romance’ and Britney Spears’ ‘Baby One More Time’ are promotional music videos that represent women in different ways.  I will discuss the representation in these videos and relate it to the theories of Stuart Hall and others.
Theory

In this paragraph explain the theories contained in the bullet points below.  Do not copy – put in your own words and use your own examples.

· What is meant by representation?  Nothing in the media is real, it is simulation.  Explain this and give examples – they do not have to be examples from film or music video.  For example, EastEnders attempts to represent characters from different races, genders, sexualities, abilities, religious groups, class.  It is not real but a simulation.   Equally, so-called reality television or even news coverage is just a version of events. Explain it with a different example.
· Messages and values – the producers of a media text bring their own messages and values (ideologies) to what they are trying to represent.  For example, director Mel Gibson was accused of being ant-semitic (anti-Jewish) when he made the film Passion of the Christ.  The BBC are supposed to be balanced but their news, for example, is sometimes criticised for representing their own interests.  In music videos, the record company may not allow certain things to be shown because they fear it will harm their sales or reputation.  This shows their messages and values as an institution.  
· Encoding and decoding - Stuart Hall is a media researcher and theorist who believes that audiences read media texts (film, programme, music video…anything…) in a similar way to a book or magazine.  In order for us to understand the messages in the media texts and read it, the producers encode the messages.  For example, in the coverage of the Haiti earthquake, the news producers wrapped up all the video footage, interviews, facts, opinions, statistics etc. into a neat package.  This neat package was the encoding of the message.  When this neat package is watched/read by the audience they decode it.  Explain this in your own words with an example.

· Readings – according to Stuart Hall, there are different ways to read or decode a text.  If the audience understands and accepts everything the producer is trying to tell them they take a preferred reading.  For example, a documentary about football hooliganism which is supposed to deter future incidents.

· If, on the other hand, the audience watch the documentary and take the view that the programme glorifies violence and, indeed, makes them want to commit acts of hooliganism they have taken an oppositional reading to the one that was intended.

· If the audience take a bit of both messages then they have taken a negotiated reading.

· If the audience do not respond to the programme at all and switch off – literally or metaphorically – or think they are watching a programme about something else entirely they have taken an aberrant reading.  

· Tie all this theory up in the paragraph and then refer to it later in the essay.  For example, what messages and values are encoded in the Lady GaGa video about the role of women?  How might some audience members take an oppositional or negotiated reading to that which is intended?  How do we even know what was intended in the first place?

Overview of Texts
· Sum up, very briefly, some basic information about the texts you are analysing.  Who directed, year released, basic summary of plot/narrative etc.

· Say why you have chosen the texts you have – do they compare well?  I have chosen Lady GaGa and Britney Spears as they are artists at the top of their success about ten years apart, both female, blonde, pop singers… 

Choose from the following areas to discuss:

· Dialogue (speech)

· Relationships

· Actions and behaviour

· Body language

· Lifestyle/culture

· Costume design

· Race

· Age

· Gender

· Ability

· Sexuality

· Religion

· Music

· Sound (diegetic/non-diegetic)

· Lighting

· Props

· Location

· Visual effects

· (Music videos) Lyrics

Example of close analysis:

Both ‘Bad Romance’ and ‘Baby One More Time’ are music videos that prominently feature women in different roles.  ‘Bad Romance’ opens with a cast of masked men and women.  It seems to be some kind of bizarre party.  Interestingly, the men are dressed in black and the women in white.  The connotation of black may be dark and evil while white is good and pure suggesting some sort of stereotype.  Later in the video, however, Lady GaGa switches these roles and we see that she is making the point that women can be whoever they want to be.  The video is all about the ideology that women can fit any situation and be as free as they desire.  In Britney Spears’ ‘Baby One More Time’, however, the video opens in a traditional American classroom in which the students are dressed typically and nothing in particular seems unusual.  Spears taps her shoe against the leg of the desk and her pencil against the desk top.  The sound she makes is diegetic, emphasising that she is bored.  We can see that both videos, in their way, show how the female stereotype of being well-behaved and fitting in is being subverted.
I would then go on and write a paragraph about:

· the different costumes
· the settings/backdrops
· the lighting
· the movements and gestures
· the lyrics
· one or two key scenes in detail
Conclude and refer to some theory:

To conclude, both ‘Bad Romance’ and ‘Baby One More Time’ show how gender stereotypes can be changed and how modern women can be whoever they want to be.  Both provoke a reaction in the audience although it is unclear exactly what the preferred reading the producers intended.  Personally, I believe that Lady GaGa is the stronger female role model as she expresses herself without restraint while Britney Spears plays with the stereotypes of a schoolgirl but never breaks free from them completely.
