Citizenship AS Level Revision Checklist:
These are examples of the areas and questions you MAY need to cover in the examination questions.  Remember, you are all capable of achieving a solid pass in this subject and all it will take is a little revision.
How to use this checklist:

The example questions below are typical of the examination.  You may find that some of the areas overlap or an exam question will combine more than one area.

Go through each example question and the areas you should focus on to respond successfully.  Where you are unsure of a topic you will need to look back through notes, check Frog, do your own research etc. – whatever is necessary to at least have a basic understanding. 

Q: What makes a good citizen?
Areas to cover: 

· What does it mean to be a citizen? 
· Positive and active in the community or Neutral and passive 

· How can you be a citizen INDIVIDUALLY and as a COMMUNITARIAN?

· Legal, social, political and moral rights and duties of being a citizen.

· Don’t forget to include your own views.

Q: Explore the perceptions of the British.

Areas to cover:

· What does it mean to be a citizen?

· Define ‘Britishness’.
· What are the stereotypes of the British – are they fair?  From where do they originate?

· Have these perceptions changed over the years – how?

· Don’t forget to include your own views.

Q: Explain how migration has changed the face of British identity?

Areas to cover:

· You may like to cover some of the above by way of an introduction.

· How many people living in Britain can be said to be first-generation British?

· Discuss immigration and emigration and the influence of this.
· Discuss the push and pull factors that influence migration.

· Offer an overview of the key changes in the culture as a result of migration.

· Be careful to be balanced – although the British population has grown as a result of immigration from the West Indies, India, Pakistan and Bangladesh and, most recently, Eastern Europe, the numbers emigrating are significant.

FURTHER INFO: http://www.post16citizenship.org/diversity/files/Diverstyidentitiescitizenshipbooklet.pdf
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/uk/2002/race/short_history_of_immigration.stm
Q: Discuss the significance and fairness of the UK Citizenship test. 
Areas to cover:

· What is the Citizenship test?  When and why was it introduced?

· How did you find it?  Difficult/easy/just right?  Representative of important British issues?

· What are the dangers and difficulties of agreeing on what is important to becoming a UK citizen?

FURTHER INFO:

http://www.lifeintheuktest.gov.uk/htmlsite/self_10.html
Q: Discuss the difficulties in defining the UK National Identity.

Areas to cover:

· A selection of the above – you will probably come to the conclusion that there is no clear national identity and that this has been influenced by, amongst other factors: migration, cultural challenges, political changes, the mass media...
Q: Discuss how British you feel.

Areas to cover:

· It is as likely that you will be asked to respond personally to the topic.  You should be able to draw upon all of the above areas to answer this question.

Q: How socially diverse is Britain?

Areas to cover:

· What is social diversity?
· Can Britain be called multicultural?
· What are the effects of diversity on culture/society?  Discuss any negative views sensitively.
Q: Discuss the stereotyping of different groups in British society.

Areas to cover:

· What is stereotyping?

· Identify examples of stereotyping in race, age, gender, class, region or nationality.  How do these stereotypes come about?  

· Have stereotypes changed over time?

· How does the media perpetuate/debunk these stereotypes?

· Why are stereotypes sometimes useful?

Q: Can equal rights in society ever be truly achieved?

Areas to cover:

· What is the principle of Equal Rights?

· Discuss one or two (or a larger number in less detail) areas of prejudice or discrimination – e.g. sexism, racism, homophobia, Islamophobia.

· Evaluate the forms that discrimination can take – from verbal bullying and antilocution (speaking behind someone’s back) to assault and murder.  You could look back at genocide in World War II as an example of this at an extreme level.  

· What is the impact of such discrimination – job discrimination, isolation, suicide, income, poor health?

FURTHER INFO: http://lfaproject.org.uk/studentshowcase 

http://lfaproject.org.uk/media-centre
http://news.bbc.co.uk/player/nol/newsid_6430000/newsid_6431400/6431437.stm?bw=bb&mp=wm&news=1&nol_storyid=6431437&bbcws=1
Q: What factors affect our chances of success in life?

Areas to cover in detail:

· Education

· Health

· Employment

· Income

· Parentage/Heredity

Q: Discuss the causes and consequences of poverty in Britain.

Areas to cover:

· Discuss the factors leading to poverty – as above

· Define and explain the terms ‘underclass’ and ‘poverty cycle’

· Which organisations serve to protect the right to live comfortably?

Q: How does anti-discrimination legislation work to reduce prejudice?

You will need to do some basic research on the following pieces of legislation:

• Gender – Equal Pay Act 1970, Sex Discrimination Act 1975, Gender Equality Duty 2007
Disability – Disability Discrimination Act 1995

Ethnicity – Race Relations Act 1976 and 2000

Sexual Orientation – Equality Act 2006

Age – Employment Equality Regulations 2006

· How successful have they been – we will try to spend some time on this in class if we are able to.
Q: What are rights and how are they protected?
Areas to cover:

· Outline four or five basic human rights – food, water, education, employment etc.

· These rights are the building blocks of law and justice – to decide what can and can’t be done

· Universal Declaration of Human Rights signed in response to WWII

Q: Should our Human Rights be unconditional?

Areas to cover:

· Introduce topic as above

· Offer examples where our rights may be influenced by our civic duty – for example: should the National Health Service be responsible for poor health directly as an effect of smoking?  Should the right to education be withdrawn from pupils unable to behave or parents unable to maintain school attendance?

· What are our obligations?

· Should the state be responsible for us – making us eat, keeping us alive?

FURTHER INFO: http://www.channel4learning.com/support/programmenotes/netnotes/sersec/sersecid415.htm
Q: Outline the purposes of the Data Protection Act and the Freedom of Information Act
Areas to cover:

· What is the Data Protection Act?

· What is the Freedom of Information Act?

· Why are they both important?

· Both based on the adage if ‘you have nothing to hide you have nothing to fear’.  

· Controversial because...

Law: 

Due to the late start on the course, I gave you a pack on the areas of Law that are relevant to this first unit.  You should be able to make use of them and revise the following key areas:

· Civil vs. criminal law 

Civil Law = normally disputes between individuals, companies, organisations.  If you sue another person or a corporation it will end up in a civil court.
Criminal Law = the most serious crimes are in this category.  They are enforced by the police and by courts. 

· The purpose of prison

Punishment/deterrent/protection – the death penalty (capital punishment) may be addressed in this topic.

· Who does what – 

Barristers, solicitors, jury, Legal Services Commission. 

· Legal Framework – understand the following terms:

Mediation, conciliation, arbitration, tribunal, ombudsman, 
· What is Natural Justice ?

